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local
NOTICE TO EDITORS AND NEWS DIRECTORS 
RE: THE DEATH OF RICHARD HUGO
The University of Montana learned early Friday morning of the death of 
Richard Hugo, poet and director of the UM creative writing program. Hugo 
died in Seattle where he was being treated for leukemia. University officials 
have no information about the cause of death.
STATEMENT BY UM PRESIDENT NEIL BUCKLEW
"Richard Hugo's death touches all corners of this campus. Our loss is 
more than the loss of a dedicated teacher and a gifted poet; it is the loss of 
an exceptional human being. Anyone who knew Dick Hugo even briefly realized 
that he was a special person -- kind, caring, vulnerable and intensely human.
I and the University community feel keenly a deep sense of personal loss."
BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION
Besides directing UM's creative writing program, Richard Hugo served as 
editor of the Yale Series of younger Poets. His predecessors in the latter 
position included Stephen Vincent Benet, Archibald MacLeish, and W.H. Auden.
Hugo is the author of eight books of poetry, "A Run of Jacks," "Death of 
Kapowsin Tavern," "The Lady in Kicking Horse Reservoir," "What Thou Lovest 
Well Remains American," "31 Letters and 13 Dreams," "Selected Poems," "White 
Center," and "The Right Madness on Skye." He also wrote a book of criticism, 
"The Triggering Town: Lectures and Essays on Creative Writing," and a mystery
novel, "Death and the Good Life."
(more)
Richard Hugo--add one
In 1981 Hugo became the 41st recipient of the $10,000 Academy of American 
Poets Fellowship, previously won by Robert Frost, William Carlos Williams and 
Ezra Pound, among other noted American poets. In 1980 he was honored at the 
White House in a salute to outstanding American poets. Other honors include 
the Theodore Roethke Memorial Prize awarded every three years to the living 
American poet judged to have written the outstanding book of poetry during the 
period; first prize in the 1980 Cane Competition sponsored by the Poetry Society 
of America; and the 1982 University of Montana Distinguished Scholar Award.
Hugo was a four-time winner of the Washington State Governor's Writers Day 
Awards, and two of his books, "The Lady in Kicking Horse Reservoir" and "What 
Thou Lovest Well, Remains American," were finalists for the National Book Award.
He won a Rockefeller Grant in 1967-68 and a Guggenheim Foundation Fellowship 
in 1976.
Hugo was born in Seattle on Dec. 21, 1923. He earned a B.A. in 1948 and an 
M.A. in 1952 from the University of Washington where he studied under Roethke.
He served in the Mediterranean in WW II as a bombadier in the Army Air Corps.
He was decorated with the Air Medal with three oakleaf clusters, five Bronze 
Battle Stars and the Distinguished Flying Cross.
Between 1951 and 1963 he was a technical writer for Boeing before coming 
to UM in 1964.
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